State of Minnesota Mission to China - 2005
Post-Mission Preliminary Report

REPORT INTRODUCTION

The Minnesota Trade Office prepared this Post-Mission Preliminary Report as an initial
assessment of the Minnesota Mission to China led by Governor Tim Pawlenty in November
2005. Since the mission occurred only three months ago, it is premature to expect significant
results at this time, especially in regards to trade deals. Therefore, this report documents the
delegation members’ initial perceptions of the value of the mission, highlights significant
developments thus far, notes recommendations for future actions, and outlines the current plan
for follow-up activities. In approximately 12-18 months, the Minnesota Trade Office will
prepare another report that will endeavor to better quantify the results of the mission.

Information for this preliminary
report was obtained primarily from
three sources. First, the Minnesota
Trade Office conducted a written
survey of all delegation members
except for the mission planning and
support staff, media, spouses, and
students. Second, delegation
coordinators conducted debriefing
sessions for each of the seven sub-
delegations. Finally, information
for this report also was acquired
from correspondence voluntarily
offered by individual delegation

Meeting with China’s Vice Premier Hui Liangyu members.

Again, this is a preliminary report and is not intended to provide a final assessment of the impact
of the mission. Nonetheless, this report demonstrates that the mission already is having a
remarkably positive impact on Minnesota’s relationship with China.

MISSION OVERVIEW

Governor Tim Pawlenty, joined by First Lady Mary Pawlenty, led the State of Minnesota
Mission to China from November 11-19, 2005 as part of the Minnesota — China Partnership. A
record 218 delegates, including the U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Manufacturing
and Services, Mr. Al Frink, participated in 101 events in four cities (Beijing, Shanghai, Hong
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Kong, and Shenzhen) over six days. This historic mission was the largest mission to China ever
organized by any state from the U.S.

In addition to the planned mission events, several members of the Education Delegation from the
University of Minnesota traveled to Beijing three days early to participate in a technology forum
with the Chinese Academy of Science (CAS). Thirteen members of the Food, Agriculture and
Renewable Energy Delegation also traveled to China three days early to visit a Chinese ethanol
facility near Jilin City.

Objectives

= Increase trade opportunities by providing a forum for Minnesota companies to acquire
market information, assess market potential, evaluate market entry strategies, and identify
potential business partners.

= Promote investment opportunities in Minnesota.

= Develop greater understanding of U.S. — China relations.

= Strengthen existing relationships and seek new ties.

= Demonstrate Minnesota’s commitment to its broad relationship with China.

Sub-Delegations

Delegation Number of Participants
Governor’s Delegation 14
Information Technology Delegation 16
Medical Industry Delegation 24
Environmental Delegation 16
Food, Agriculture and Renewable Energy Delegation 35
Steel and Mining Delegation 13
Education Delegation (Note 1) 25
General Business Delegation 41
Students/Chaperones 10
Spouses 14
Minnesota Media 8
Travel Agency Support Staff 2
TOTAL 218

Note 1: The Education Delegation primarily included representatives from the University of Minnesota
and MnSCU. However, an additional 14 representatives from Minnesota Private Colleges Council
traveling through Asia on a separate visit joined our delegation for one day in Beijing.
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State of Minnesota Mission to China - 2005
Delegation Composition

Travel Agency Staff 1%

Media 4%

Governor's Office 4%

Spouses 6%

MN Trade Office 5%

Other State Agencies
4%

Businesses &
Associations 59%
Academic Institutions
11%

U.S. Department of
Student Ambassador Commerce 1%
Program 5%

Delegation Leaders
The mission was a broad-based initiative involving numerous public and private organizations.

Each delegation had a leader and coordinator as noted below:

Education Delegation
Leader: Robert Bruininks, President, University of Minnesota
Coordinator: Inkie Brons, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office

Environmental Delegation
Leader: Sheryl Corrigan, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
Coordinator: Steve Riedel, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office

Food, Agriculture and Renewable Energy Delegation
Leader: Gene Hugoson, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA)
Coordinator: Su Ye, Program Leader, Agricultural Marketing Services, MDA

General Delegation
Leader: David Olson, President, Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
Coordinator: Paul Hansen, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office

Information Technology Delegation
Leader: Wayne Pletcher, President, Minnesota Technology Inc. (MTI)
Coordinator: Rachel Olsen, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office

Medical and Healthcare Delegation
Leader: Don Gerhardt, President, Medical Alley
Coordinator: Jodi Boerner, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office

Steel & Mining Delegation
Leader: Sandy Layman, Commissioner, Iron Range Resources
Coordinator: Barbara Mattson, International Trade Representative, Minnesota Trade Office
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Major Mission Events

Although the mission included 101 separate events, several warrant particular mention:

World Biofuels Symposium (Beijing): The Minnesota Department of Agriculture and
Tsinghau University co-hosted the World Biofuels Symposium in Beijing that coincided with the
mission. The Food, Agriculture and Renewable Energy delegation attended along with 170
delegates from 18 countries. Governor Pawlenty delivered a keynote address at the symposium.

Minnesota — China
Partnership Dinner
(Beijing): The State of
Minnesota and the China
Council for the
Promotion of
International Trade
(CCPIT) co-hosted the
Minnesota — China
Partnership dinner at the
Great Hall of the People
for approximately 600
attendees. Laiwu Steel,
the only significant
Chinese investor in
Minnesota, helped

Governor Tim Pawlenty and First Lady Mary Pawlenty at the Great Hall of the ~ SPONsor the event and
People with representatives from Minnesota’s sister-cities and sister-province. was prominently
featured.
Representatives from Minnesota’s sister-province and four sister-cities attended dinner and were
received by Governor Pawlenty afterwards.

Business Week Ninth Annual CEO Forum (Beijing): Governor Pawlenty was a featured
speaker and panelist at this annual event that attracted several hundred business and government
leaders from around the world. Governor Pawlenty spoke on the role of government in global
economic development.

China Mining 2005 Congress and Exhibition (Beijing): The State of Minnesota was one of
the sponsors of this conference and trade show for the mining industry. The Steel & Mining
Delegation attended and an official from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
participated in a panel discussion on mining companies and properties. The delegation also
provided a presentation on Minnesota’s mining industry at a separate event prior to the
conference.

Minnesota Night in Shanghai: Governor Pawlenty and U.S. Consul General Jarrett co-hosted a
reception for the Minnesota delegation and approximately 150 guests.
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American Chamber of Commerce Shanghai Luncheon: Governor Pawlenty delivered a
keynote address at the AmCham lunch and officially announced the opening of a Minnesota
Trade Office presence in Shanghai.

Minnesota Night in Hong
Kong: Governor Pawlenty
and U.S. Consul General
Cunningham co-hosted a
reception for the Minnesota
delegation and
approximately 125 guests
at the American Club.

American Chamber of
Commerce Hong Kong
and Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce
Luncheon: These two
leading business
associations jointly hosted = —
a luncheon featuring CCPIT Shanghai Chairman Shen and Governor Pawlenty at Minnesota
Governor Pawlenty as the Night in Shanghai.

keynote speaker.

American Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong Women of Influence Breakfast: First Lady
Mary Pawlenty was a featured speaker and panelist at this prestigious event promoting women in
the legal profession.

University of Minnesota Academic Health Center — ISP Alliance Asia Contract Signing:
Governor Pawlenty attended the contract signing between the University of Minnesota and ISP
Alliance Asia, which will lead to an executive training program in Hong Kong for healthcare
administrators.

Thanksgiving Promotional Dinner (Shanghai): In recognition of Thanksgiving and to
promote Minnesota turkey, the state hosted a Thanksgiving turkey dinner for Chinese food
buyers in Shanghai. Hormel provided turkey, which was used to prepare traditional Chinese
dishes. General Mills provided Haagen Dazs ice cream.

Student Ambassadors and Education Initiative

The delegation included seven high school seniors whose participation was made possible by the
mission sponsors. The students, selected from a statewide search of public and private schools,
served as student ambassadors and primarily attended events with the business delegations. The
student ambassador initiative demonstrated Minnesota’s commitment to preparing our next
generation of leaders for enlightened engagement with China.

In addition to participating with the various business delegations, the students also engaged in a
broader education initiative thanks to funding from Best Buy Children’s Foundation. With
foundation funds, Minnesota designed a special website that was used by the students to post
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daily blogs and also included curriculum and information that Minnesota teachers could use to
teach about China. The web-based education initiative (www.minnesota-china.com) has
received over 7,700 visits thus far and will remain active for the foreseeable future. The
Department of Employment and Economic Development currently is surveying students and
educators to assess the use and value of the website.

Statewide Conversation

The mission unleashed an extensive statewide conversation about China, which is enhancing our
understanding of U.S. — China relations and producing a more enlightened public. Three of the
state’s major daily newspapers, Star Tribune, Pioneer Press, and St. Cloud Times, each produced
a weeklong series on the China mission presenting the significance of trade with China,
highlighting activities of Minnesota companies doing business with China today, profiling
members of the delegation, and chronicling mission events. Countless other newspapers
throughout the state also have run stories on the China mission. Additionally, one of the state’s
leading manufacturers’ associations, Minnesota Precision Manufacturers Association (MPMA),
published an extensive cover story on the China mission.

The dialogue also is continuing throughout Minnesota’s
communities, families, schools and workplaces as numerous
organizations have already organized or are preparing to present
panel discussions, roundtables and forums on China. Since the
completion of the mission, Governor Pawlenty, representatives
from the Minnesota Trade Office and other delegates have
participated in numerous China-related events across the state.
David Olson, president of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
and leader of the China mission general delegation, included a
panel discussion on China during the recent Minnesota Chambers
of Commerce Executive Directors Annual Meeting, which was
attended by approximately 60 chamber leaders. The Minnesota

Chamber of Commerce also is partnering with the U.S. Chamber ~ MPMA journal coverage of

of Commerce to organize a China forum in March at the St. Paul ~ the China mission.

Hotel featuring China’s Ambassador to the United States, His

Excellency Zhou Wenzhong. The three school superintendents

on the mission, Mellisa Krull (Eden Prairie), Debra Bowers (St. Louis Park), and Kathy Leedom
(Willmar), will be presenting a program on China during the upcoming annual superintendents’
conference. They also are working with the University of Minnesota China Center to organize a
mission to China specifically for K-12 superintendents. Several of the delegation members are
partnering with Habitat for Technology in Eden Prairie to host a two-day program promoting
business and education partnerships with China, especially with one of Minnesota’s sister-cities,
Loudi (Hunan Province).

Other organizations stimulated by the China mission to facilitate a conversation about China
include the Duluth Chamber of Commerce, Benton County Economic Development Agency,
CEO Roundtable, Midwest Global Trade Association, Midwest U.S. China Association, global
marketing classes at Bethel University and Carlson School of Management, economic
development officials in Lake Crystal, and the Minnesota International Center. Also, because of
heightened interest in China, the Minnesota Trade Office will partner with other organizations
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throughout the state to present an extensive slate of China-related programs during Minnesota
World Trade Week (MWTW) in May. This will be the second consecutive year that MWTW
events will focus on China.

The student ambassadors also have played a major role in encouraging greater dialogue on
China. During the mission, they posted daily blogs on the Minnesota — China Partnership
website that have received more than 5,300 visits. Since the mission, they also have given
numerous presentations at various schools and community organizations throughout Minnesota.
The student ambassadors are doing a remarkable job of engaging Minnesota’s youth in the
conversation about China.

While public interest in China has been present in Minnesota for many years, the recent
Minnesota Mission to China has elevated interest to new heights and has resulted in increased
discourse that is exposing more and more Minnesotans to the possibilities of a promising future
with China.

Delegation Survey

The Minnesota Trade Office conducted a formal survey of delegation members to document
their immediate feedback on the mission and to solicit input for follow-up activities. A survey
was sent to 160 delegates in January 2006. One hundred nineteen responses were received for a
response rate of 74 percent. Fifty percent of the respondents were doing business in China prior
to the mission.

Highlights of the survey results are:

e 79 percent of the
respondents rated the China
Mission as “Excellent” for
overall quality.

e 97 percent said that the
mission was worth their time
and money.

e Approximately 90 percent of
the respondents rated
support provided by the
Minnesota Trade Office
prior to and during the

mission as “Excellent.” Governor and First Lady Pawlenty with the mission planning team.

e Respondents were
overwhelmingly pleased with the overall organization of the trip, agenda activities, the
opportunities for networking, and the site visits.

e Areas of improvement identified by respondents were: too many activities and cities for
the time allotted, not enough time in Shanghai, the need for unscheduled time to take care
of personal or other business interests, and limited exposure to rural areas of China.
Respondents also indicated they wish they had had the flexibility to participate in
selected events arranged for other sub-delegations rather than being restricted to their
own sub-delegation itinerary.
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The top goals that individual delegation members had for the mission and their responses for
whether they achieved their goals are depicted below:

Goal: 100 percent said they wanted to network with other delegation members.

Rating:

Goal: 97
Rating:

Goal: 95
Rating:

Goal: 85
Rating:

Goal: 76
Rating:

Goal: 64
Rating:

Excellent Above Average Average Poor
75% 25% 1% 0%
percent said they wanted to make contacts and network with Chinese entities.
Excellent Above Average Average Poor
43% 44% 11% 1%
percent said they wanted to raise their organization’s profile.
Excellent Above Average Average Poor
54% 38% 7% 1%

percent said they wan

ted to gain access to Chinese government/business leaders.

Excellent
36%

Above Average
47%

Average
17%

Poor
0%

percent said they wan

ted to conduct market

research and explore market possibilities.

Excellent Above Average Average Poor
47% 47% 7% 0%
percent said they wanted to identify distributors or business partners.
Excellent Above Average Average Poor
29% 53% 16% 3%

Note: Although 64 percent of the respondents identified this as a goal, only 21 companies actually signed up for the
optional one-on-one business matchmaking service which would have presented the greatest opportunity to meet
prospective partners.

Goal: 62 percent said they wanted to support or stren

Rating:

Goal: 57
Rating:

then existing relationships in China.

Excellent Above Average Average Poor
60% 37% 3% 0%
percent said they wanted to identify customers.
Excellent Above Average Average Poor
22% 51% 22% 4%

Respondents also provided constructive advice on how the Minnesota Trade Office could
continue supporting their interests in China. Their advice can best be summarized as:
e Offer more frequent missions to China.
e Arrange missions for a specific industry rather than including multiple industry sectors.
e Include second and third tier cities in future itineraries. Extend reach beyond Beijing,
Shanghai, and Hong Kong.
e Provide informal networking opportunities for delegation members to share information
with peers.
e Promote the services of the Minnesota representative in China.
e Provide regular marketing of China-related programs by publishing a newsletter,

conducting broadcast emails, enhancing web-based announcements, etc.
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Chinese Government Meetings

With support from His Excellency Zhou Wenzhong, China’s Ambassador to the United States,
the Chinese government enthusiastically embraced the Minnesota delegation and arranged for
Governor Pawlenty to be well-received by several senior officials, including:

Vice Premier Hui Liangyu

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Yang Jiechi
Vice Minister of Commerce Ma Xiuhong
CCPIT Vice Chairwoman Gao Yan

The meetings provided an excellent opportunity
for both sides to express a commitment to work
together toward mutually beneficial opportunities.
The Chinese officials particularly acknowledged
and applauded the size of the Minnesota
delegation and the Minnesota — China
Partnership.

Of particular note, Madame Ma Xiuhong
indicated that the Ministry of Commerce
(MOFCOM) would arrange a delegation visit to

Governor Pawlenty’s meeting with Madame Ma, the United States to explore investment

Vice Minister of Commerce opportunities and pledged that the delegation

would visit Minnesota. The Minnesota Trade

Office has contacted MOFCOM officials as well as the Chinese Consulate General in Chicago to
follow up on Madame Ma’s pronouncement, but no delegation visit has been set at this time.
The Trade Office will continue pursuing the matter with MOFCOM and the Chinese Consulate
General.

Also of note was Governor Pawlenty’s
remarkably friendly reception by Vice Minister
Yang Jiechi. Governor Pawlenty previously
hosted breakfast for Yang Jiechi in 2004 at the
governor’s residence when he was China’s
Ambassador to the U.S. It was clear at their
meeting in Beijing that the Vice Minister and
Governor have forged a very cordial
relationship.

The mayor of Shanghai also offered to meet Governor Pawlenty with Vice Minister Yang Jiechi
with Governor Pawlenty, but regrettably their
schedules could not accommodate a meeting.
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Notable Developments

While it is too soon to expect significant results from the mission, several promising results are
beginning to materialize. In addition to the incredible conversation on China occurring across
Minnesota, which in itself is a notable outcome of the mission, many other developments are
beginning to emerge.

The Vice Mayor of Loudi (sister-city of Ramsey) traveled to Minnesota with a delegation to
explore additional business and academic relationships. During a meeting with Governor
Pawlenty in Saint Paul on February 21, Vice Mayor Li Xiangqun notified the governor of
Loudi’s decision to open a trade office in Minnesota later this year to further promote trade
opportunities between Minnesota and Loudi. Vice Mayor Li noted that his decision to open
an office in Minnesota stemmed from his meeting with Governor Pawlenty in Beijing at the
Great Hall of the People, where the governor encouraged leaders of our sister-cities to
embrace trade as part of their sister-city relationships. The Minnesota Trade Office will be
working with Loudi officials to prepare for the office opening.

e The general manager of Central Research
Laboratories, a manufacturer of glove
systems and material transfer systems for
the pharmaceutical industry, reported that
they will be making their first sale to
China in a few months. The sale is
estimated at $250,000.

e The World Biofuels Symposium co-
hosted by the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture was considered so successful
that another symposium is being planned
for November 2006 in Beijing.

Delegation welcome reception in Beijing Additionally, China sent a biofuels-
related delegation to Minnesota in

December 2005 and is planning two more visits in 2006 to continue dialogue with members
of Minnesota’s biofuels industry.
Mission delegates representing Medical Alley/MNBIO met several potential Chinese
investors during the mission and are now discussing Chinese venture capital funding for
Minnesota start-up companies.
Iron Range Resources (IRR) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are working
with the Minnesota Trade Office to develop a prospectus of investment opportunities in
northern Minnesota. The prospectus will be translated into Chinese and presented to
potential Chinese investors. A Minnesota delegation, including officials from IRR and DNR,
also will be attending the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada (PDAC)
conference and exhibition in Toronto in March 2006, and will meet informally with a
Chinese delegation led by China’s vice minister of land and resources.
Laiwu Steel, the Chinese investor in United Taconite in Eveleth, expressed interest in visiting
Minnesota in 2006. IRR and the Minnesota Trade Office are following up with Laiwu Steel.
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e Fremont Industries, a member of the Environmental Delegation, used the mission as a
catalyst for signing their first distributorship agreement with a partner in Hong Kong, which
also may offer access to the market in Mainland China.

e The Governor of Shandong Province
heard about the Minnesota mission and
invited the state to bring a delegation to

his province to explore opportunities in  ["3N TRERAGE S LTS ERREFEEE
the environmental industry. The - ") i % by £
Minnesota Trade Office accepted the N ) TN

invitation and is planning to bring a
delegation to Jinan, Shandong Province,
in September 2006 to attend the 2™
International Exhibition on Green
Industry.

e The Science Museum of Minnesota

reported that the mission helped lead Governor Pawlenty delivering keynote address at World
to the sale of one film and extended Biofuels Symposium

the rental of another film. They also
are discussing the sale of an exhibit.

e The trustees from Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) were energized by
the mission and introduced a plan to expand MnSCU?’s international programs. They intend
to expand the study of the Chinese language and increase student and faculty exchanges with
China.

e The three school superintendents who went on the mission have met with the University of
Minnesota China Center to begin organizing a mission to China specifically for
superintendents.

e Two of the superintendents, Melissa Krull (Eden Prairie) and Debra Bowers (St. Louis Park),
as well as representatives from the Minnesota Trade Office, attended a meeting with other
community volunteers who are committed to organizing an international education summit in
Minnesota later this year. The goal of the summit is to develop a plan to enhance our
students’ global literacy. The current emphasis on expanding the study of the Chinese
language is adding momentum to this grassroots initiative.

e The University of Minnesota China Center now has a draft Memorandum of Cooperation that
it is pursuing with China’s Ministry of Education to establish a Confucius Center in
Minnesota. A Confucius Center would provide resources that our schools can use to study
Chinese language and culture. The Minnesota Trade Office met with the Chinese Consul
General in Chicago in January 2006 and secured the Consul General’s endorsement for a
Confucius Center in Minnesota. The Minnesota Trade Office will continue working with the
China Center to bring this initiative to fruition and hopefully arrange for the Minister or Vice
Minister of Education to come to Minnesota later this year for a signing ceremony.

e The mission delegate from HealthEast Care System was so impressed by her visit to the
infectious control unit at Queen Mary Hospital in Hong Kong that she has arranged for her
infectious control unit to open a dialogue with Queen Mary Hospital regarding collaborative
projects.

e Because of contacts made during the mission, the president of Medical Alley/MNBIO has
been invited to speak at a biomed conference in Hong Kong in September 2006.

e The president of Alexandria Extrusion, an aluminum extruder, credits the mission with
enhancing his credibility with a potential Chinese partner and has now negotiated a
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memorandum of understanding with the Chinese company that will lead to Alexandria
Extrusion’s establishment in China.

e The president of Minex, Inc., a
manufacturer of exploration
drills, reported finding a
distributor for its product in
China.

¢ Numerous delegation members
noted that their participation in
the mission helped them
strengthen their existing
relationships with key clients
and business partners in China.

e The representative from
Minnesota Agriculture and

Delegation leadership luncheon with U.S. Ambassador and Mrs. Rural Leadership (MARL)
Randt Program said the mission

helped him secure meetings
and site visits for the MARL class he is leading to China in February 2006. It is because of
Minnesota’s emphasis on China that the MARL Program selected China as its international
destination this year.

e James J. Hill Library and U.S. — China Business Connections, both members of the China
mission, hosted a reunion for the delegation members at the James J. Hill Library on
February 15. Approximately 100 delegates attended and expressed support for more events
like the reunion so they can continue developing friendships and business relationships with
each other.

Future Events

As part of the Minnesota — China Partnership and as a follow-up to the Governor’s mission to
China, the Minnesota Trade Office is developing a robust schedule of events for 2006. The
schedule will include a mix of additional missions to China as well as a variety of education
seminars, roundtables, and networking events. The preliminary plan is outlined below, but
additional programs are still being considered. The full schedule of events will be posted online
at www.exportminnesota.com and www.minnesota-china.com.

Missions to China
The Minnesota Trade Office and Minnesota Department of Agriculture presently are organizing
several trips to China this year:

Food Ingredients Asia (February 2006): The Minnesota Department of Agriculture attended
this food-related trade show in Shanghai.

POLLUTEC 2006 (March 2006): The Trade Office is leading 7 people from 4 companies to
participate in this environmental industry trade show in Shanghai. All four companies also
participated in the mission in November 2005.
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Lt Governor’s Mission to China (April 2006): Lt Governor Carol Molnau will lead a
delegation of approximately 10 people to China primarily to promote Minnesota’s sister-state
relationship with Shaanxi Province. The delegation will visit Shanghai and then travel to Xi’an,
the capitol of Shaanxi Province. The Governor of Shaanxi Province had a letter delivered to
Governor Pawlenty in Beijing inviting Minnesota to bring a delegation to Shaanxi. It has been
nearly 20 years since a Minnesota Governor or Lt Governor has visited Shaanxi. The delegation
also will begin planning for the observance of the 25" anniversary of the relationship in 2007.

China International Fair for Trade and Investment (September 2006): Hosted in Xiamen,
China, this is China’s signature event for foreign states to try to attract Chinese investors. The
Minnesota Trade Office is planning to participate and present information on investment
opportunities in Minnesota.

2" International Exhibition on Green Industry (September 2006): At the invitation of the
Governor of Shandong Province, the Minnesota Trade Office will arrange a delegation of
environmental companies to travel to Jinan to attend this exhibition.

VIV China (September 2006): The Minnesota Department of Agriculture will participate in
this trade show in Beijing for the feed and meat industry.

World Biofuels Symposium (Fall 2006): Building on the success of the symposium during the
Governor’s mission in November, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture again will co-host
this symposium in Beijing. The exact date of the event has not been set yet.

World SME Expo (November 2006): The Minnesota Trade Office will lead a delegation of
small and medium sized companies to this premier conference and exhibition in Hong Kong.

Food and Hotel China (November 2006): The Minnesota Department of Agriculture will
participate in this key trade show in Shanghai for food, drink, foodservice, and hospitality
companies.

Education Programs
In addition to organizing several trips to China, the Minnesota Trade Office also is organizing or
collaborating on many education-related programs focused on China. The programs include:

Strategic Community Partnership — Loudi and Eden Prairie: Eden Prairie-based Habitat for
Technology is hosting a two-day program in February to explore business and academic
partnerships between Loudi, China and Eden Prairie. The Minnesota Trade Office will give a
presentation on the Minnesota — China Partnership.

Midwest Global Trade Association — China Day: MGTA, a membership organization for
companies engaged in international trade, is organizing a daylong program on China on March
14. The Minnesota Trade Office is involved in organizing and presenting at the program.

China Business 2006: Expanding Opportunities for U.S. Companies: The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, in cooperation with the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce and the Minnesota Trade
Office, will host this trade forum in St. Paul on March 24. His Excellency Zhou Wenzhong,
Chinese Ambassador to the United States, is scheduled to deliver a keynote address.
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Hong Kong: The Latest Developments - Turning China into Opportunity: The Hong Kong
Trade Development Council (HKTDC) and the Minnesota Trade Office are teaming up to
present a luncheon forum with one of Hong Kong's premier business executives, Mr. Peter Woo,
Chairman of the HKTDC. Mr. Woo is only visiting four cities in the U.S. and selected
Minneapolis because of the Governor’s recent mission to China.

Minnesota World Trade Week: For the second consecutive year, Minnesota World Trade
Week will focus on China. The Minnesota Trade Office presently is working with partners
across the state to establish the weeklong series of events for May 15-19, culminating with the
Annual Minnesota World Trade Week Luncheon and presentation of the Governor’s
international trade award. This year’s keynote speaker for the luncheon is Jim McGregor, author
of One Billion Customers. All luncheon attendees will receive a copy of McGregor’s book.

China Business Roundtable: The Minnesota Trade Office will continue its quarterly business
roundtable on China.

China Practicum: This daylong program on China is the Trade Office’s signature introductory
education program on China. The program will be presented several times in 2006.
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